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tution to which, their churches laid claim. They
would have urged, with Warburton, that the two
societies are ' sovereign and independent of each
other;' but they would have denied his conclusion
that 'their joint forces must co-operate thus to
apply and enforce the influence of religion'188 if in
that union the sovereignty of the Church was
impaired. If, as seems probable, the effort of
Chalmers was more logical and more consistent
than the somewhat chaotic antagonism of the
Tractarians, that was rather because he had
inherited a definite theory of Church and State,
which Newman and his followers had to hammer
out for themselves. Both Chalmers and Newman
believed in a purified Establishment;189 but each
also asserted roundly that the benefit was derived
by the State rather than the Church. It was when
it was conceived that the fact of * a statutory
alliance involved also the idea of a statutory
control, that they f ound themselves compelled to
abandon the Church of their origin.190
It was a definition of the Church that the
Tractarians attempted, and they found almost
immediately that to define its identity was to assert
iss gee his Alliance of Church and State, p. 86.
189 Chalmers himself actually lectured on their benefits in London in
1838.
190 Though of course Newman claimed that in 1845 he was joining
the true Catholic Church, just as Chalmers looked upon the Free Church
as the true Presbyterian Church.   The other had abandoned the Head-
ship of Christ in his view and had therefore lost its identity with the
Church of Knox and Melville which he still represented.